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St. Laurence Church, Warborough - a brief history
St Laurence Church is a Grade 2* listed building occupying a
central position in the South Oxfordshire village of
Warborough. The font is the oldest feature of the church and
dates from c1200 and was probably retained from an earlier
church in the parish. The roof is supported by mediaeval oak
beams, each one made from a single tree split down the
middle. Considerable alterations in 1641 included the
addition of two dormer windows high up at the nave west
end to give light to a singer’s gallery. This was removed in
1900 although a dated beam is preserved in the parsonage
barn. The church building is in parts 13th century (Chancel early English), altered in 14th and 15th centuries in
perpendicular style followed by major restoration of the
interior in 1912-14. The tower was rebuilt in 1666 a year
celebrated by Dryden as the first Annus Mirabilis in which the
English defeated the plague, the fire of London and the
Dutch! Apart from a few fragments of mediaeval glass in the
north wall of the chancel, the stained glass is all 19th and 20th
centuries.
The bells were rehung in 1675 and two of these still remain.
In 1871, at the same time as the church clock was installed,
the old third bell which had broken in 1860 was recast by
Mears & Stainbank and was rehung by Frederick White of
Appleton. The funds were raised by public subscription and
the names of the committee and churchwardens are
inscribed on the bell. The six bells were augmented to eight in
1955 when Mears and Stainbank cast two new bells and
recast the old Fourth to become the new Sixth.
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Why do we need your help?
Every five years we must undertake a thorough survey of the church
building to ensure that it remains structurally sound. The most recent
survey in 2018 revealed numerous disturbing areas that need urgent
attention. The current estimate for the repair work totals some
£233,000 ex. VAT, or £280,000 including VAT which we hope to be able
to claim back via the Listed Places of Worship grant scheme. We have
divided the work into two phases so that we are able to secure funding
over a longer period whilst starting the most urgent work now.
The purpose of this leaflet is to lay out the work required so that
potential donors can consider what help they may be able to offer.

Phase 1: £80,000 (ex. VAT). All costs below are excluding VAT
Work Package 1 (a) Most urgent work:
• Belfry roof beam repairs:

Cost: £31,778
Cost: £ 2,525

The roof is now supported by two joists, one
either side of the original 1666 roof beam
which is spliced and held together by large,
corroded iron bolts. Both the timber and the
bolts are in very poor condition and there is a
real risk of fragments of both falling into the
bells and bell-frame area.
This is the first item in WP 1a to be tackled the aim being to make the area safe enough to
be able to ring the bells again this

coming

Christmas, 2021.
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• Chancel East Gable Repairs:

Cost: £19,221
The 12th century chancel is the oldest part of
the church. Extensive removal of loose
material, re-pointing and stone replacement
is needed to the east wall and disintegrating
wall-top copings. Also, de-vegetation and
replacement of roof tiles and lead flashing in
the vicinity of the gable wall.

• North Transept Vestry Gable Repairs:

Cost: £3,212

The north vestry was added in the 19121914 restoration and, although much
newer that the chancel, now also requires
coping stone replacement, de-vegetation,
fallen and loose tile replacements and
filling of open cracks in the walls.

• Northwest boundary wall repairs:

Cost: £6,820

The rebuilding of a three-metre length of the
boundary wall is particularly urgent as it is
currently in danger of collapsing into the road
outside. The work will involve painstakingly
dismantling the old wall, reclaiming the old
flints and round coping bricks for re-use in the
rebuilt wall.
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Work Package 1 (b) Roof repairs

Cost: £18,433 (provisional price)

All north-facing roof slopes need extensive
cleaning and many missing, slipped or broken
tiles that are coming to the end of their natural
life need replacing. Lead flashings and fittings
to the north and south dormer windows also
need repairing. As the quote for this work was
felt to be on rather high, further prices are
being obtained.

Work Package 1 (c) Tower trial and misc. masonry work £15,356
•

Misc. minor masonry repairs.

Cost: £9,935

There are numerous areas where repairs to
the stone fabric of the Church building is
required. These include repointing fractures
and open joints, reforming drainage channels,
replacing fallen flints and soft rubble
stonework. Also, there are many areas where
it is essential for the preservation of the
stonework that Portland cement previously
used for repointing is replaced by lime mortar.

•

Tower masonry repair trial

Cost: £5,010
The stone of the tower walls is a relatively
soft “clunch” and is suffering from quite
severe erosion in many areas. The trial will
involve the removal of some of the affected
stones to assess the extent of their damage
and the best means of restoration. This will
enable a more accurate assessment of the
full cost of repair to the entire tower that will
be carried out in Phase 2 of the project (see
below).

Page 5

https://friendsofstlaurencewarborough.co.uk

•

Preaching cross repairs

Cost: £ 411
The preaching cross retains its medieval
shaft with iron hooks that were used for
holding wreaths. The work involves carefully
cleaning the base of the cross and expertly
repointing the open joints with lime mortar
to prevent cracks and depressions from
holding moisture and to help the stones
shed water away more efficiently.

Work Package 1 (d): Thomas Blackwell tomb

£13,264

The large and unsightly, dilapidated double stone
tomb chest in the churchyard is the grave of local
farmer, Thomas Blackwell, who died in 1779 when
he reputedly weighed 32 ½ stone. The work of
restoring the tomb involves cataloguing,
dismantling and cleaning of each individual
broken slab before using stainless steel rods to
stitch them back together for re-assembly. It will
be a great day when we are finally allowed to
remove the orange plastic netting!

Please NOTE: All the above prices have been obtained by competitive
tender. The roof work is being re-tendered.
Phase 2: £153,000 (ex. VAT)
This phase will include the main repairs to the tower stonework arising from the
Phase 1 trial, and other tower-related work such as: repairing damage to the
roof; painting and straightening the flagpole (potentially in conjunction with the
installation of a lightening conductor); redecorating the clock dial, fixing any
rotten or loose belfry louvres and fixing internal cracks around the clock room.
Costs for this phase are still provisional pending further development work but
estimated by the church architect to be as follows:
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•

Tower masonry repair

Cost: £140,000
It is estimated that as many as 340 stone
blocks may need to be cut out and replaced
in the tower. Extensive repointing of the
remaining stonework is also required. To do
this work, the entire tower will need to be
scaffolded, including a scaffold bridge
spanning across and above the nave. The
scaffolding could be required for up to eight
months at an estimated cost of some
£40,000.

•

Tower roof and other repairs

Repair tower roof damage

Repair fractures in the internal wall of
the clock chamber
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Cost: £ 13,000

Refurbish and straighten the flagpole

Paint the clock dial and repair louvres
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Can you help?
The specialist nature of the work and craftsmen required means that this type of
work is expensive. Given the magnitude of the challenge, we aim to raise a
proportion of the funds needed by approaching national and local charitable
trusts. However, these organisations do expect to see projects enjoying local
support. If you feel you can help and perhaps consider backing one of the above
packages either fully, in part or by joining forces with friends, please do contact:
Martyn Drury (E: martyn.drury@gmail.com T: 07785 308449) or
Alan Lamb (E: alan_lamb@me.com T: 07774 486784)
If you have any suggestions for raising funds, please do let us know. You can
make a donation to this project now in a variety of ways as shown below.
By using the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) donate button on our website:
https://friendsofstlaurencewarborough.co.uk/donate/
By making an online payment direct to our bank: Account name: Friends of St
Laurence Church Warborough. Account no: 60396044. Sort code: 20-65-21
By post, cheques made payable to Friends of St Laurence Church Warborough,
sent to Mr. N Conie, Honorary Treasurer, Violets Farm, Hammer Lane,
Warborough, Oxon OX10 7DJ
About the Friends of St Laurence Church
The aim of the Friends is to provide financial support to secure the external
fabric of the church so that it endures as a spiritual and cultural asset at the
centre of the village for the benefit of future generations. During the past 30
years, the Friends have raised close to £100,000 at times when the Church has
needed financial help. This is done through membership subscriptions,
donations, legacies, charitable grants and special events.
Thank you for your support. The Friends of St Laurence Church, Warborough
[Registered charity no. 1001205]
https://friendsofstlaurencewarborough.co.uk
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